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CONFIDENTIAL ABU DHABI 2476 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS : PINT, PFOR, TC, SA 

SUBJECT : PRINCE NAYIF, NOT PRINCE FAHD, TO VISIT UAE 
REF: ABU DHABI 2440 

1 . SAUDI AMBASSADOR ABDULLA AL-KHAYAL TOLD ME IN COURSE 
BRIEF CONVERSATION EVENING SEPT 14 THAT CONTRARY TO PRESS 
REPORTS HERE (SEE REFTEL) PRINCE FAHD WAS NOT PLANNING 
VISIT UAE IN NEAR FUTURE. HE NOTED, HOWEVER, THAT 

SAG MINISTER OF INTERIOR PRINCE NAYIF WOULD BE COMING (NO 
DATE GIVEN BUT IMPLICATION WAS SOON). MOREOVER, AMBASSA- 
DMHG AL-KHAYAL INDICATED THAT NAYIF WOULD VERY DEFINITELY 
BE INVOLVING HIMSELF IN QUESTION OF SHAIKH ZAYED CONTIN- 
UING AS UAE PRESIDENT. AMBASSADOR WENT ON TO NOTE, HOW- 
EVER, THAT IN HIS RECENT CALLS ON THREE KEY RULERS (RASHED, 
SULTAN AND SAQR) HE HAD FOUND ALL IN FAVOR OF ZAYED CONTINU- 
ING. AMBASSADOR DID NOT, HOWEVER, ADDRESS QUESTION AS 
TO WHAT PRICE OTHERS WOULD HAVE TO PAY TO GET ZAYED TO 
STAY AND WHETHER THEY PREPARED TO DO SO. 
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2. COMMENT: I HOPE TO FOLLOW UP WITH SAUDI AMBASSADOR MORE 
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THAN WAS POSSIBLE AT SOCIAL FUNCTION. HIS RECENT CALLS, 

INCLUDING ONE ON ZAYED IMMEDIATELY AFTER LATTER'S RETURN, 

HAVE RECEIVED PROMINENT PLAY IN LOCAL PRESS. THESE COUPLED 
H REPORTS OF FAHD VISIT HAVE LED TO OBVIOUS SPECULA- 
TION AS TO NATURE SAUDI ROLE IN CURRENT INTERNAL TUG OF WAR HERE. 

QUESTION IS HOW MUCH FOUNDATION IS THERE FOR THIS SPECU- 
LATION AND WHAT DOES POSSIBLE NAYIF FOR FAHD SWITCH MEAN, 

IF ANYTHING? 
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